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of hemorrhage; in any event, the extraction should be effected only by 
a practised hand, guided by knowledge of the normal structure of the 
injured region anti of the conditions indicating the extent of operative 
interference. 

Bullets which have been arrested in their course in the external canal 
are usually removable through the medium of that channel, but, in the 
great majority of cases, it is necessary to reflect the auricle forward, in 
order to get a larger operative field and to secure access to the often 
erratic path which the projectile has followed. 

In the majority of cases, moreover, even when the bullet has traversed 
the intact canal and embedded itself in the tympanum, the operation 
for opening the tympanum employed in cases of chronic suppurative 
middle-ear disease should supplement the reflection of the auricle for¬ 
ward, the extent of removal of bone being governed by the location of 
the projectile, its size, and the degree to which it has become deformed 
by its contact with the penetrated tissues. The extracted bullet should 
be carefully examined, to see if its mass has been entirely removed, and 
where this is a matter of doubt the retroauricular wound should be left 
open, as also in cases where there is a question of injur}' extending 
beyond the region of operation, until the subsequent course of the case 
proves this to be no longer ncccssaiy, the patient, in the mean time, being 
kept under observation. 
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The Etiology of Infantile Eczema.—H all (British Journal of Der¬ 
matology, July—August, 1905), who has carefully studied GO cases of 
infantile eczema, with a view of learning, if possible, the etiological 
factors concerned, is of the opinion that neither dentition nor vaccina¬ 
tion play any part in the production of this disease; nor does he find 
any support for the theory of an inherited diathesis. He likewise finds 
the evidence in favor of the causal relationship of digestive disturbances 
or malossimilation to this variety of eczema insufficient; on the con¬ 
trary, there is considerable evidence which is strongly opposed to the 
theory of such relationship. In most cases there was no history of 
digestive disturbances having preceded or accompanied the eruptions; 
neither rickets nor malnutrition were present in any considerable 
number of cases, most of them being breast-fed at the time of the 
appearance of the eruption. The author regards external irritation as 
being one of the most important etiological factors, and endeavors to 
show that the infant is exposed to many new surroundings which may 
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act as irritants; that exposed parts are in almost all cases the starting- 
point of the eruption; that the skin reflexes are more widely distributed 
and more easily excited in the infant than in the adult, and that most of 
the 60 cases observed began in the colder seasons of the year. He sug¬ 
gests that what is called eczema is a form of reaction of the neuro- 
cutaneous apparatus to external irritation, which is not present in most 
people. 

Cutaneous Ankylostomiasis.—W. Dubreuilh (New York Medical 
Journal, May 20, 1905, p. 1025) has investigated the literature of this 
subject, and arrives at the conclusion from the observations made that 
the disease known as “ground itch” is caused by various forms of 
ankylostoma, the larvae of which are to be found in the soil. 

Iachen Pilaris sen Spinulosus.—H. G. Adamson (British Journal of 
Dermatology, February and March, 1905) considers under this name a 
disease met with chiefly in children, especially boys, localized more or 
less symmetrically on buttocks and extremities, characterized by minute 
filiform corneous papules arranged in small groups or aggregations. 
The pathological process is a hyperkcmtotic formation at the orifices 
of the sebaceous glandular ducts. The papules are only slightly red¬ 
dened, and itching is wanting. It is the same disease formerly described 
by Hardy, Letars, and Vidal under the name “acn6 comfe.” In 
children sometimes, and generally in adults, this disease is associated 
with lichen planus. 


Epidemic of Herpes Zoster.— Otto Sachs (Dermatologische Zeit- 
schrift, September, 1905, p. 001) describes an epidemic which occurred 
in Breslau in 1901, the number of cases observed being 69, 8 of which 
were H. labialis and facialis, 19 H. progenitalis, 12 H. zoster facialis, 
8 H. zoster occipitocollaris, etc. The disease occurred during the period 
of June to November, and the symptoms were relatively mild, pro- 
dromals being wanting or slight. The ages of the persons were from 
three to seventy-three years, out mostly middle age, women and chil¬ 
dren furnishing the most cases. The author thinks that the forms of 
herpes known as facialis and progenitalis should be grouped with the 
so-called zosters. 


The Use of the X-rays in Some Skin Affections.—F. S. Burns (Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal, June 22, 1905) refers to the value 
of this agent in folliculitis, and states that if properly applied it 
will heal almost ever}’ case and cure a large number. Temporary 
alopecia is desired, and to produce this end he uses a tube having a 
penetration of 0.5 cm. of albuminum, the rays emanating from such 
a tube being almost entirely absorbed by the skin. The affected area 
- should be exposed at five inches’distance from the anticathode and 
applications of five minutes given every other day for five times, after 
which fall of the hair usually occurred. In the treatment of lirpus, 
the author prefers the use of soft tubes and the production of inflam¬ 
matory reaction over the affected area, causing necrosis of the diseased 
tissue. When the dosage is properly regulated the author has never 
observed undesirable results follow this method, and it presents the 
advantage of shorter sittings and number of exposures, thus curtailing 



